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Last week was another very good week, with our law school being 
recognized by the Princeton Review as #9 in the country for “most 
chosen by older students” and #10 for “most diverse faculty,” a 
story that was picked up by the regional media. We also had a 
terrific final round of the Bond Moot Court Competition (kudos to 
the competitors, our LW faculty and those of you who attended), 
an excellent US Supreme Court Watch CLE (chaired by Andy 
Siegel) in which nine of our faculty presented, Associate Deans 
Martin and Bird were standouts in their presentations at the 
“Promoting Diversity in Law School Leadership” Conference on 
Friday and Saturday at the UW, and three of our alumni received 
awards on Friday evening at the Washington Women Lawyers 
annual banquet, which our own Bahareh Samanian (CPD) 
organized. The positive buzz is beginning to build in the 








Bob Boruchowitz and John Strait published a commentary in 
the King County Bar Bulletin, “Division Autonomy Crucial in 
Defender Restructuring.” They produced the article with Phil 




Sidebar – El Gaucho 
Thursday, October 17 
5:30-7:00 p.m., El Gaucho, Tacoma 
 
Statewide Diversity Conference – 
“Moving Forward Together” 
Friday, October 18 
8:00-5:00 p.m., Sullivan Hall, Room C5 
 
Sidebar – Old Ebbitt Grill 
Thursday, October 24 
5:30-7:00 p.m., Old Ebbitt Grill, 
Washington D.C. 
 
Washington’s Marijuana Law: A 
Mexican Perspect 
Saturday, October 26 
1:00-3:00 p.m., Sullivan Hall, Room C6 
 
Visit the School of Law website for more 
upcoming events. 
 
Chris Rideout’s article, “A Twice-Told Tale: Plausibility and 
Narrative Coherence in Judicial Storytelling,” was published in the 
Volume 10 (Fall 2013) issue of Legal Communication and 
Rhetoric. 
 
David Skover signed a contract with SCOTUS—Books-in-Brief 
to publish the first in a series of scholarly e-books focusing on 
significant Supreme Court developments. Skover’s coauthored 
book (with Ronald Collins) is titled “When Money Speaks: The 
McCutcheon Case, Campaign Finance Law, and the First 
Amendment.” The work is largely being written in advance of the 
Supreme Court ruling in McCutcheon v. FEC and will issue within 
four days of the Court’s decision. 
 
Denis Stearns has authored a chapter, “Food as a Product,” for the 
Product Liability Deskbook, to be published by the Washington 
State Association for Justice (formerly WSTLA). The Deskbook is 




Rick Bird spoke on a panel, “Institutional Priorities and the 
Budget” at the Promoting Diversity in Law School Leadership 
Workshop held at UW School of Law Oct. 11-12. 
 
Bob Boruchowitz spoke on a panel at Harvard Law School’s 
symposium on Gideon's Promise and Peril on October 11th, 
Meeting the Mandate for Indigent Defense. He spoke about 
successful efforts to obtain counsel in Misdemeanor cases and the 
development of Defender standards in Washington. 
 
Annette Clark moderated a panel, “Deciding to Become a Dean” 
at the Promoting Diversity in Law School Leadership Workshop 
held at UW School of Law, Oct 11-12. 
 
Diane Lourdes Dick was invited to speak at the upcoming 
Washington State Bar Association's Real Property, Probate & 
Trust Fall CLE in downtown Seattle. Diane will be speaking on 
current trends in legal opinions practice in commercial financing 
transactions. She also presented her work and served as a 
discussant at the Pacific West Business Law Scholars Colloquium, 
hosted by the University of Oregon School of Law on Oct. 4. 
 
Lily Kahng presented her paper “IRS Discretion: Uses and 
Abuses” at the University of Washington Law School Tax 
Symposium Oct. 4. 
 
Tayyab Mahmud’s presentation entitled “Producing Homo 
Economicus Under Market Discipline: Neoliberal Re-Formation 
of Higher Education” was part of the theme plenary “Austerity and 
Law Schools: Strategies to Prevent the Dismantling of Progressive 
Gains" at LatCrit 2013 Conference in Chicago. He also presented 
“Legal Realism and After: An Introduction to LatCrit Theory, 
Community and Praxis” at LatCrit/SALT Junior Faculty 
Development Workshop. 
 
Natasha Martin moderated two panels at the Promoting Diversity 
in Law School Leadership Workshop held at UW School of Law 
on Oct. 11-12, “Understanding and Addressing the Presumption of 
Incompetence” and “Associate Deans”. 
 
Catherine O’Neill delivered one of the plenary talks at the Tribal 
Environmental Leaders Summit, held Oct 7-10 in Spokane. The 
conference brought together tribal leaders and staff (and would 
have included federal governmental staff, but for the shutdown) 
working on environmental issues in Washington, Idaho, Oregon, 
and Alaska. O’Neill’s presentation was titled “Fishable Waters: 
Recent Developments in Protecting Tribal Rights.” 
 
Sara Rankin presented her work-in-progress, “A Homeless 
Rights (Revolution)” in Chicago at the 2013 Biennial LatCrit 





The Defender Initiative, directed by Bob Boruchowitz, in 
conjunction with The Sixth Amendment Center in Boston has been 
awarded a two-year, $450,000 grant by the U.S. Department of 
Justice to improve the quality of state-level public defense services 
in the United States consistent with the American Bar 
Association’s Ten Principles of a Public Defense Delivery System. 
The grant is part of the program “Answering Gideon's Call: 
National Assistance To Improve the Effectiveness of Right to 
Counsel Services.” The Initiative and the Center already are 
working together on a project with the Wisconsin Association of 
Criminal Defense Lawyers. Under the grant the first two states to 
receive assistance will be Utah and Mississippi. 
 
Mary Bowman was named to the Board of Editorial Advisors for 
the Third Edition of Bryan Garner’s The Redbook: A Manual on 
Legal Style. In that role, she was an invited contributor during the 
editorial process for the new edition of the book. 
 
Carmen G. Gonzalez received a review of “Presumed 
Incompetent” in the Harvard Journal of Law and Gender. It is 
written by a law student at Harvard Law School, who provides a 





The Tulalip Tribes have renewed their $65,000 grant to fund the 
Center for Indian Law & Policy’s programs and projects for the 
2013-2014 school year.  
 
Cliff Villa was invited to join a team of environmental law faculty 
to undertake work on a 5th edition of Professor Frank Grad's 
foundational casebook, “Environmental Law.” Cliff's latest 
scholarly work, “Law and Lawyers in the Incident Command 
System,” appears in the current issue of the Seattle University Law 
Review. Cliff currently serves as the law school's representative on 
the Steering Committee for the Seattle University Center for 
Environmental Justice and Sustainability. On October 3, Cliff will 
be honored at Lewis & Clark Law School with recognition as a 
Distinguished Environmental Graduate. 
 
Please send items to be included in the next Dean's Spotlight 
to Katie Carcamo in the Dean’s Office. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
